Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DACCA 01747 230855Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO EUR- 12 SS-15 NSC-05 SP-02 
CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 /072 W 

099535 232003Z/72 

R 230230Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8557 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANILA 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 1747 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIPCHBGUS 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF PRC VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN : PROTOCOL 
ASPECTS 

REFS: A. MANILA 4014 B. PEKING 0680 C. STATE 064337 
D. DACCA 1720 

SUMMARY: THE BANGLADESH GOVERNMENT PROVIDED FULL PROTOCOLARY 

HONORS TO PRC VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN AND HIS PARTY 

DURING THEIR OFFICIAL VISIT TO BANGLADESH. THIS 

INCLUDED INVITATIONS TO THE CHIEFS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

FROM THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL TO BE PRESENT AT THE ARRIVAL 

AND DEPARTURE CEREMONIES AND AN INVITATION FROM PRESIDENT 

ZIA FOR A BANQUET ON MARCH 18 AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE 

IN HONOR OF THE VISITING CHINESE DIGNITARIES. THE VICE 

PREMIER HOSTED A RETURN DINNER ON MARCH 20. THE DCM 

IN HIS CAPACITY AS CHARGE (THE NEW AMBASSADOR NOT YET 

HAVING PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS) WAS INVITED TO AND 

ATTENDED ALL OF THESE FUNCTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . BANGLADESH'S COOL SEASON, NOW ENDED, AND PRESIDENT 
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ZIA'S OWN EXTENSIVE SERIES OF FOREIGN VISITS DURING 
THE PAST YEAR SET THE STAGE FOR SEVERAL HIGH-LEVEL FOREIGN 
VISITS TO DACCA. THIS YEAR THESE VISITORS HAVE INCLUDED 
P.M. CALLAGHAN AND THE KING AND QUEEN OF NEPAL. THE VISIT 
OF PRC VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN MARCH 18-22, 1978 WAS 
HANDLED, FROM A PROTOCOL POINT OF VIEW, ALMOST IDENTICALLY 
WITH THAT OF THE NEPALESE RULERS. ADVISORS (MINISTERS), 
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DIPLOMATS, CHIEFS OF STAFF, AND MINISTRY SECRETARIES 
(THE SENIOR CIVIL SERVANTS) WERE INVITED AND GENERALLY 
TURNED OUT FOR THE FORMAL OCCASIONS WHICH INCLUDED 
ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE CEREMONIES, TWO BANQUETS, AND 
AN OPEN-AIR CIVIC RECEPTION. THE DCM, IN HIS CAPACITY 
AS CHARGE, AND HIS WIFE WERE INCLUDED IN THE INVITATIONS, 
AND ATTENDED, INCLUDING THE RETURN BANQUET GIVEN BY 
VP LI, ALSO AT THE PRESIDENT'S HOUSE WHERE THE CHINESE 
PARTY WAS HOUSED. THE BD VICE PRESIDENT HOSTED A DINNER 
FOR THE VP ON MARCH 19, BUT NEITHER THE DCM NOR, AS 
FAR AS WE ARE AWARE, OTHER DIPLOMATICS WERE INVITED THERE. 

2. THE ONLY UNUSUAL NOTE WAS THAT BDG CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
RAHMAN CALLED THE DCM AT HOME AT ABOUT 0915 MARCH 18 TO 
ASK WHETHER THE DCM HAD RECEIVED VARIOUS INVITATIONS AND 
THE DCM SAID "YES." RAHMAN SAID THAT THEY WERE 

AWARE THAT THE U.S. DID NOT HAVE FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
WITH THE PRC AND WONDERED WHETHER THE DCM INTENDED TO 
ATTEND. THE DCM SAID YES, HE HAD BEEN INVOTED AND HAD 
ACCEPTED. THERE WERE NO OBJECTIONS FROM THE US POINT 
OF VIEW. THE DCM ASKED WHETHER THE CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
WOULD RATHER THAT (#) 

SAID NO, HE JUST WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT THE DCM 
RPAT.T7.RD THAT HE DID NOT HAVE TO COME. 
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3. LATER THAT MORNING ONE OF THE FIRST PEOPLE THAT DCM 
SAW AT THE AIRPORT FOR THE VICE PREMIER'S ARRIVAL WAS 
THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR WHO GREETED HIM IN HIS USUAL 
POLITE FASHION. AS TO CHIEFS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS, 

IN ADDITION TO THOSE WHOSE ABSENCE FOR VARIOUS REASONS 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN ANTICIPATED (THE SAUDI AND SOUTH KOREAN 
AMBASSADORS AND THE PAPAL NUNCIO) MOST OF THE EAST 
EUROPEANS WERE ABSENT: USSR, GRD, BULGARIA, POLAND, AND 
HUNGARY. PRESENT WERE THE CZECH AMBASSADOR (DEAN OF 
THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS), THE NEW YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR WHO 
HAD JUST PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS AND THE RUMANIAN. 

4. EARLY AFTERNOON OF MARCH 18 THE PRC EMBASSY TELEPHONED 
THIS EMBASSY TO INVITE THE DCM TO A RETURN DINNER TO 

BE GIVEN BY THE CHINESE ON MONDAY, MARCH 20. THE 
ACCEPTANCE WAS TRANSMITTED FROM THE DCM'S SECRETARY 
TO THE CHINESE EMBASSY AND FORMAL INVITATIONS WERE 
DISTRIBUTED SATURDAY EVENING AT THE BANGLADESH DINNER. 

IN THE COURSE OF THE EVENING, THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR 
ENQUIRED WHETHER THE DCM HAD RECEIVED HIS INVITATION 
TO THE CHINESE DINNER. OTHER THAN THESE CONTACTS 
WITH THE AMBASSADOR AND SHAKING V.P. LI'S HAND ON 
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SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN RECEIVING LINES, THERE WAS NO PERSONAL 
CONTACT AND NO EXCHANGES. MOST OF THE EE AMBASSADORS WERE 
PRESENT AT THE PRESIDENT'S BANQUATE BUT NOT AT THE CHINESE 
RETURN DINNER. 

5. COMMENT: THESE WERE, FOR BANGLADESH, LARGE FUNCTIONS. 

IN EFFECT, BOTH THE BANGLADESHIS AND THE CHINESE TREATED 
THE DCM AS THOUGH U.S. RELATIONS WITH PEKING WERE NO 
DIFFERENT FROM THOSE OF SWITZERLAND REPRESENTED 
HERE BY A CHARGE OR AUSTRALIA WHICH HAS AN ACTING HIGH 
COMMISSIONER. 

SCHNEIDER 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MINISTERIAL VISITS, INVITATIONS, REPRESENTATION AT CEREMONIES, SOCIAL RECEPTIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978DACCA01747 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 28-1 078 
Format: TEL 
From: DACCA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780334/aaaabbys.tel 

Line Count: 127 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: da3c1fbf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MANILA 4014, 78 DACCA 1720 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3229517 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF PRC VICE PREMIER LI HSIEN-NIEN: PROTOCOL ASPECTS 
TAGS: PDIP, CH, BG, US, (LI HSIEN-NIEN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/da3c1 fbf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



